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[Abstract]

Calvin’s Idea and Practice of True Piety

Yo Sep Kim

(Chongshin Theological Seminary, Associate Professor, Historical Theology)

As a protestant reformer, John Calvin criticized the Roman
Catholic religious system as impiety, and endeavored to recover
the true piety from the biblical point of view. This paper aims
to argue that Calvin's idea of true piety and his practical proposal
of piety are presented with the universal and definitive standard
of God’'s Words for the Christian community. In particular, it is
argued that Calvin's positive and covenantal interpretation of the
third use of the law is an essential foundation upon which he
suggested the right meaning of true piety and pursued its realiza-
tion in Christian life. For this purpose, this study reviews Calvin's
idea of true piety and its principles, which are contrasted with
wrong teaching and practice of the Roman Catholic impiety. After
this review, this study deals with Calvin's suggestions of reforming
worship service and Christian life, For Calvin, worship service is
the expressive field of true piety, and Christian life is the disciplinal
field of piety. In conclusion, significance of Calvin's idea and prac-
tice of true piety for the Christian communities today is briefly
mentioned. Criticizing the errors of the Roman Catholic rituals
and teachings of Christian life, Calvin consistently argued that
true piety had to start with the inner change which arises from

the recognition of God’s sincere love. However, he never forget

s
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to emphasize that true piety should be manifested in the communal
dimension and continuously exercised faithful to the God’s
commandment. His emphasis on the communal character of piety,
and the interpretation of the law as the divine standard of practic-
ing piety provide a general and effective lesson for every Christian

community which has a high sense of the authority of scripture.

Key Words: John Calvin, True Piety, The Third Use of the Law, Worship,

Discipline, Christian Life



